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“I love this book! It is full of faith, reality, pain, joy, questions,
and just ordinary life. Thank you Tara for speaking the truth
and expressing your heart while still sharing God’s word!”
Diane Cunningham, National Association of Christian
Women Entrepreneurs www.nacwe.org
“This is such a wonderful resource. I see myself in so many
of these prayers - and have prayed them myself on different
occasions. It's wonderful to be able to connect to Bible
versus that directly correlate with what I'm feeling. I've been
leaning into this book and it's been quite a source of
strength!”
Jenn Givler, Blended Yoga www.blendedyoga.com

"This book is a wonderful resource when facing a difficult life
situation and wondering how God might respond. The
Scripture references are excellent and uniquely relevant to
each issue. I really enjoyed the way it is written and highly
recommend to those seeking guidance."
~Rebecca Ward Springfield,
www.springfieldvirtualsupport.com

"Dear God, are You there" made me think God was telling
Tara some of the things He has heard from people's hearts. I
also love how concise it is - Tara wrote the prayer that gets
right at the heart of what a person would feel (without all the
extra psychological rambling) and offer solutions straight
from scripture.
~Julie Fincher
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Dedicated

To God, who created me with a purpose in mind, talents &
gifts to carry out that purpose. To God, who has also blessed
me and continues to do so on a daily basis. To Him, who
watched over me and protected me even before I knew Him.

To all the people who brought inspiration to me and to all the
people who are reading this book. Thank you!

To my daughter Christa, who God willing will grow up to be
the young woman that He created her to be and to live a
God loving and blessed life.

To my Dad and Lynda…See, I don’t have to like math or
know algebra to succeed! Just kidding (not really), but thank
you for being there.
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and support me in my ideas over the years! LYL!

Elizabeth Ramer, my friend and web site tech person
(www.technicalconfusion.com) whom I’d be lost without!
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Introduction:
“Dear God, are You there?” is for anyone who has gone
through trials, tribulations wondering where God was during
those times as well as during the great times when we know
He’s there.

It speaks differently to each that reads it but is backed with
Scripture for understanding and answers.

Some of the subjects covered are:
Health
Finances
Children
Spouses
Faith
Death
Relationships
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Dear God, are You there?

I wonder sometimes if you’re really listening to me God. I talk
to you but I don’t hear any response. Is it because my mind
is too cluttered with all the nonsense that’s going on in my
life? I just want to hear from You. I need you God. Friends
tell me to relax, pray and listen to You but I get so worked up
that I can’t hear You if You’re even talking to me…are You? I
have nobody to really talk to and I have lots of questions and
things I need answers about. Why won’t You talk to me?

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

Keep on asking, and you will receive what you ask for. Keep
on seeking, and you will find. Keep on knocking, and the
door will be opened to you.
Matthew 7:7 NLT

Be still, and know that I am God! I will be honored by every
nation. I will be honored throughout the world.
Psalm 46:10 NLT
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Dear God, are You there?

I just ate an entire tub of ice cream God. Why??? I feel like
such a failure, I know I need to lose weight and take care of
myself yet I can’t control myself. Why’d You make ice cream
taste soooooooo good? Why did You let me get so fat? My
clothes don’t fit, I feel like crap, I don’t like what I look like yet
here I am shoveling more ice cream in. I’m lonely but no
surprise there, I mean really who would want to sit around
with a pig like me? I can’t take this vicious cycle any moreI’m lonely so I gorge but I’m alone because I gorge…make it
stop please God. I’ve tried every diet there is and none of
them work. I’m still fat. It’s not fair. Why do I have to be fat
when I see so many women who have perfect bodies?

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~
Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to
offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to
God—this is your spiritual act of worship.
Romans 12:1 NIV

Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit,
who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are
not your own; you were bought at a price. Therefore honor
God with your body.
1 Corinthians 6:19-20 NIV
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Dear God, are You there?

My husband just got laid off God. I guess what everyone
around here says is right, the economy sucks. I would love
to talk to the so called experts that say the recession is over
and that the economy is slowly bouncing back while the rest
of us are going through this. It’s not fair. Now what are we
going to do? The mortgage has to be paid, we need to eat,
the credit cards—wow the credit cards-how are we
supposed to pay those off, and the car-will they come to
repo it? Why’d this happen? We don’t deserve this! How are
we going to survive? This just isn’t fair. Now what??

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~
And my God will supply all your needs according to His
riches in glory in Christ Jesus.
Philippians 4:19 NIV

Then Jesus said to his disciples: “Therefore I tell you, do not
worry about your life, what you will eat; or about your body,
what you will wear. Life is more than food, and the body
more than clothes. Consider the ravens: They do not sow or
reap, they have no storeroom or barn; yet God feeds them.
And how much more valuable you are than birds! Who of
you by worrying can add a single hour to his life? Since you
cannot do this very little thing, why do you worry about the
rest?
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…how much more will he clothe you, O you of little faith! And
do not set your heart on what you will eat or drink; do not
worry about it…But seek his kingdom, and these things will
be given to you as well.
Luke 12:22-31 NIV

Dear God, are You there?

Oh my God please help me! My kids are driving me crazy.
The 10 year old wants wants wants and the toddler, well he’s
destroyed the house after I just cleaned it. Why did You let
me have children? Seriously, was this a joke that somehow
you thought I could take this? Was this punishment for what I
must’ve put my parents through? Why’d I listen to my sister
years ago telling me how great motherhood would be? Help
me God, how can I deal with them? One minute they’re
trashing everything and selfish but every now and then they
mellow out long enough for me to gain an ounce of sanity
back, but as soon as I think ahhhhhhhhhhh good times then
they’re back at their reign of terror.

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

Children are a gift from the LORD;
they are a reward from him.
Psalm 127:3 NLT
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Direct your children onto the right path, and when they are
older, they will not leave it.
Proverbs 22:6 NLT
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Dear God, are You there?

I’m totally freaking out right now. I just got off the phone with
the doctor’s office, they called to tell me there was
something ‘suspicious’ on my screening. What the heck
does that mean—suspicious? Why can’t they just come out
and say whatever they have to say? Why do they want me to
wait until tomorrow to come to their office? God, I take care
of myself. I eat right, I work out, I don’t smoke or drink so
what on earth could be suspicious?

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

I am leaving you with a gift--peace of mind and heart. And
the peace I give is a gift the world cannot give. So don't be
troubled or afraid.
John 14:27 NLT
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Dear God, are You there?

Why’d you take him from me? Why? He was my best friend
and now he’s gone? I’m guessing he’s with You now, at least
I’m hoping he is. I’m pretty sure he is but it wasn’t his time,
he was too young. Everyone keeps telling me it was his time
otherwise he would still be here but that doesn’t help me any.
What do they know? They haven’t experienced death so
how do they know it was his time…and who are they to say,
they don’t know anything. They say that You know when our
time is up but how would You know and allow such a horrid
thing to happen? I don’t believe them. Why’d you let him be
taken from this world? Why?

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

A time to be born and a time to die. A time to plant and a
time to harvest.
Ecclesiastes 3:2 NLT

You saw me before I was born. Every day of my life was
recorded in your book. Every moment was laid out before a
single day had passed.
18

Psalm 139:16 NLT
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Dear God, are You there?

I can’t stand my boss, she’s such an arrogant pain in the you
know what. Why won’t she give me the raise I need? She
keeps giving me more and more work to do but shoots me
down when I ask for a raise. I want to quit but where would I
work then? Why can’t she quit and I get a better nicer easier
boss? I don’t know how much longer I can take working here.
I dread getting up in the morning to come to work. I have
stress and anxiety when I’m here, but what are my choices?

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working
for the Lord, not for men, since you know that you will
receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the
Lord Christ you are serving.
Colossians 3:23-24 NIV

Then David continued, 'Be strong and courageous and do
the work. Don't be afraid or discouraged, for the Lord God,
my God, is with you. He will not fail you or forsake you. He
will see to it that all the work related to the temple of the Lord
is finished correctly.'"
1 Chronicles 28:20 NLT
20
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Dear God, are You there?

It’s 3 a.m. and I just got a phone call from the police
department! My son has been arrested! What on earth was
that boy thinking? I can’t believe this! What am I going to do
with him? Why would he have cocaine in his car? Why?
Where did I go wrong? Doesn’t he know that it’s stupid, not
to mention illegal! Help us Lord, I thought I had raised him to
know right from wrong, to know what was expected and how
to live an upstanding life…apparently I was wrong.

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

Make the Master proud of you by being good citizens.
Respect the authorities, whatever their level; they are God's
emissaries for keeping order. It is God's will that by doing
good, you might cure the ignorance of the fools who think
you're a danger to society. Exercise your freedom by serving
God, not by breaking the rules. Treat everyone you meet
with dignity. Love your spiritual family. Revere God. Respect
the government.
1 Peter 2:13-17 The Message
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Dear God, are You there?

Why does my husband hate me so much that he beats me?
How am I going to cover up the bruises? I have to take the
kids to school, someone’s bound to see the marks. What do
I tell the kids if they ask? That mommy ran into something? I
guess that’ll work, they’re still little they won’t know. I’ll have
to avoid my friends until the bruises go away. What did I do
to deserve this? I want to leave him, this isn’t what my
marriage is supposed to be or is it? Is this normal? My
parents and my friends all said that I got a great man when I
married Ted but they don’t know about this side of him. What
am I supposed to do God?

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church
and gave himself up for her to make her holy, cleansing her
by the washing with water through the word, and to present
her to himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or
any other blemish, but holy and blameless. In this same way,
husbands ought to love their wives as their own bodies. He
who loves his wife loves himself. After all, no one ever hated
his own body, but he feeds and cares for it, just as Christ
does the church—for we are members of his body. “For this
reason a man will leave his father and mother and be united
to his wife, and the two will become one flesh.” This is a
profound mystery—but I am talking about Christ and the
23

church. However, each one of you also must love his wife as
he loves himself, and the wife must respect her husband.
Ephesians 5:25-27 NIV
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Dear God, are You there?

I feel so dirty, so sick to my stomach I want to die. I’ve
scrubbed my skin raw in the shower. Why’d this happen to
me? Why did I get attacked? Why not someone else, but
then again I wouldn’t wish this on anyone. It’s not fair, where
were You, God? Why’d you let him rape me? Why? Is this
punishment for something I’ve done? What could I have
done to keep this from happening to me Lord God? I just
don’t understand. I want to crawl into a hole and hide. I don’t
want people near me or touching me. I feel nasty now. Help
me God.

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

He will wipe every tear from their eyes, and there will be no
more death or sorrow or crying or pain. All these things are
gone forever.
Revelation 21:4 NLT

And we know that God causes everything to work together
for the good of those who love God and are called according
to his purpose for them.
Romans 8:28 NLT
25
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Dear God, are You there?

I’m so lost right now. I have no clue what I’m supposed to be
doing with my life. I don’t know if I should go to college and
finish my education or get a job or… Everyone’s trying to tell
me what to do and I suppose that’s their way of ‘helping’ but
it’s not helping me at all. It’s just annoying me even more. I
feel like a loser with no goals or plans for my life. I don’t
know what my future holds.

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

For I know the plans I have for you," says the LORD. "They
are plans for good and not for disaster, to give you a future
and a hope.”
Jeremiah 29:11 NLT

27

Dear God, are You there?

I can’t believe this. I’m sitting in the bathroom staring at the
plus sign on this stupid little plastic thing I just pee’d on.
How can I be pregnant? How? This isn’t fair.
It was a one night stand. I’m only 20, I have my whole life
ahead of me and babies were not going to be part of that.
Should I give it up for adoption? What other choice do I have?
If I give it up for adoption at least that way I can turn this sin
into something good for a family that can’t have a child of
their own, right?

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

Instead, we should write and tell them to abstain from eating
food offered to idols, from sexual immorality, from eating the
meat of strangled animals, and from consuming blood.
Acts 15:20 NLT
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Dear God, are You there?

I’m so alone. I have no family or friends here God. I moved
away from home to start a new life and yet here I am all by
myself. I’m afraid. I want to have someone in my life. Why
can’t I be content with just being who I am and spending my
time with You? I can’t get rid of these empty feelings. Why
do I feel so lonely?

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

Turn to me and be gracious to me, for I am lonely and
afflicted.
Psalm 25:16 NIV

Those who know your name trust in you,
for you, O Lord, do not abandon those who search for you.
Psalm 9:10 NLT
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Dear God, are You there?

I’m blown away by the fact that he forgave me…and when I
say he, I mean not only God but my ex. I did some things
during our relationship that were extremely wrong. Yet, he
managed to forgive me. It’s mindboggling. I don’t know if I’d
be able to forgive him if he had done what I did. I’m eternally
grateful for God’s forgiveness and my ex’s too.

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

Instead, be kind to each other, tenderhearted, forgiving one
another, just as God through Christ has forgiven you.
Ephesians 4:32 NLT

But when you are praying, first forgive anyone you are
holding a grudge against, so that your Father in heaven will
forgive your sins, too
Mark 11:25 NLT
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Dear God, are You there?

I want a house! I’m going nuts here!
I’m tired of living in apartments where the neighbors are
noisy and obnoxious. I’ve moved from apartment complex to
condo to townhouse and now back into another condo. It
seems like no matter where I move, I get people who move
in that are loud, nasty and far from ideal neighbors. I want to
settle down and have a house of my own in a nice quiet
neighborhood.
Why can’t I just have that? Why?!

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.
Matthew 22:39 NIV

A psalm of David. The LORD is my shepherd; I have all that
I need.
Psalm 23:1 NLT
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Dear God, are You there?

I can’t believe she wants to borrow money from me…again!
I know I’m supposed to help those in need but how often?
This girl just refuses to get a job or do anything. I’ve lent her
money in the past, some of it she’s paid back and some she
hasn’t. I’m not a bank. I have my own bills and
responsibilities. What should I do? I know You say to give
and not turn away but how many times am I to do that? I feel
like she’s just taking advantage of me since she knows I’m a
believer and follow Your Word. Should I remind her of
Proverbs 22:7
“The rich rules over the poor, and the borrower is the slave
of the lender”, because I’m not rich but technically she’d be
the borrower and then is ‘slave’ to me?! Or, am I enabling
her to not work since she comes running to me for money
when she’s in need. Should I say no and then that might
force her to get a job. Hmmm, think I’ll go pray about this!

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

Give to those who ask, and don't turn away from those who
want to borrow.
Matthew 5:42 NLT
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Dear God, are You there?

Every one here is so worried about “keeping up with the
Joneses” it’s driving me nuts. Why do they feel the need to
drive the huge SUV’s, put their kids in the same private
schools, go out to eat every night, rack up their credit cards
and want bigger better houses, remodel their existing house,
build a better pool, or spa than their friends. It’s pure crazy.
When we all get together, they sit there and compare (rather
brag) about who’s got the newest gadget, who went on the
best vacation, who’s buying a newer bigger more expensive
car. It’s just insane. I don’t get the whole obsession with
outdoing what others have. Besides, most of them can’t
afford it and are in debt to the hilt but yet keep on spending.
Don’t they realize that’s not the way to live?

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where
moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.
But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moth
and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in
and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be
also.
Matthew 6:19-21 NIV
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You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not
covet your neighbor's wife or his male servant or his female
servant or his ox or his donkey or anything that belongs to
your neighbor.
Exodus 20:17 NIV

Dear God, are You there?

Aren’t we supposed to take care of the earth? Why do
people not grasp the concept of recycling, taking care of the
planet. You created it for us and yet everyone I’m
surrounded by keeps insisting there’s no point because one
day the end times will be here and the planet won’t be so
they don’t think there’s any point in living an eco friendly life.
It irritates me when I see people littering and being wasteful.
They don’t stop to think (or just don’t care) about the
ramifications of their ways.
Why don’t they see that they need to help?

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

“‘Do not pollute the land where you are. Bloodshed pollutes
the land, and atonement cannot be made for the land on
which blood has been shed, except by the blood of the one
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who shed it. Do not defile the land where you live and where
I dwell, for I, the Lord, dwell among the Israelites.’”
Numbers 35:33-34 NIV

For "the earth is the LORD's, and everything in it."
1 Corinthians 10:26 NLT

A psalm of David. The earth is the LORD's, and everything in
it. The world and all its people belong to him.
Psalm 24:1 NLT
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Dear God, are You there?

I can’t take it any more. The stress of work, money, school,
home, the kids, the pets…I just can’t take it! I want out. How
did I get in this position of having to be responsible for all of
this? Is this what my life is supposed to be like—stress,
frustration, anger, anxiety? I thought if I was a believer that
things would be easy. Do I need to see a therapist? Am I
weak because I can’t stand it? I just want peace and to be
able to function properly. Where are you God? Are you even
here?

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own
understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him, and he
will make your paths straight.
Proverbs 3:5-6 NIV

The Lord gives his people strength. The Lord blesses them
with peace.
Psalm 29:11 NLT
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Dear God, are You there?

The “Big C” (cancer) is all I can think about. Am I going to
lose my breast? I finally went for a mammogram and now
they’ve called to tell me they need to see me back at the
doctor’s office to tell me something. Why won’t they just tell
me over the phone? Nothing like leaving me worrying for the
next 36 hours. How is that going to help me?

Update, Lord…they say they have to operate to take a
section out for biopsy. What’s going to happen now???

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

O LORD my God, I cried to you for help, and you restored
my health.
Psalm 30:2 NLT
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Dear God, are You there?

I’m so glad that I’m able to give gifts to those that I care
about. I really believe that it is better to give than receive.
Then again giving opens the door to receiving, but that’s not
why I give. I enjoy making people happy. I would gladly give
the shirt off my back to someone in need and yet other
people don’t grasp why. I simply enjoy helping others and
giving. It makes me happy when I give gifts to other people.
Wish people would understand that instead of questioning
me or trying to tell me that I shouldn’t be so giving. This is
who I am and I’ll give until I have nothing else to give.

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~
And I have been a constant example of how you can help
those in need by working hard. You should remember the
words of the Lord Jesus: 'It is more blessed to give than to
receive.'
Acts 20:35

Give, and you will receive. Your gift will return to you in full-pressed down, shaken together to make room for more,
running over, and poured into your lap. The amount you give
will determine the amount you get back.
Luke 6:38 NLT
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Dear God, are You there?

Why does everyone think I’m a freak because I won’t go out
with anyone or start dating? I have no desire to be with
anyone Lord God. My relationships in the past didn’t work
out and now I just want to focus on You and my own life. I
don’t want the hassle, headache of dealing with another
person and getting to know them, trust them and all of that. I
really wish my friends and family would understand why I’m
content being single.

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

Now to the unmarried and the widows I say: It is good for
them to stay unmarried, as I am.
1 Corinthians 7:8 NIV

I would like you to be free from concern. An unmarried man
is concerned about the Lord’s affairs—how he can please
the Lord. But a married man is concerned about the affairs of
this world—how he can please his wife— and his interests
are divided. An unmarried woman or virgin is concerned
about the Lord’s affairs: Her aim is to be devoted to the Lord
in both body and spirit. But a married woman is concerned
about the affairs of this world—how she can please her
husband. I am saying this for your own good, not to restrict
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you, but that you may live in a right way in undivided
devotion to the Lord.
1 Corinthians 7:32-25 NIV
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Dear God, are You there?

Well, I did it. I sent in the registration form for my first 5K
race. I used to run so I should be able to run this, or at least
that’s what I thought when I paid my registration fee! Now,
why did I do that? What if I can’t finish? What if I have to
walk-OMGosh how embarrassing that would be. I’m almost
wondering if I do this in other areas of my life too…like when
I want to do something and yet won’t commit to it or follow
through until the end.

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

Whatever you do, do well. For when you go to the grave,
there will be no work or planning or knowledge or wisdom.
Ecclesiastes 9:10 NLT

Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of
witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the
sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with
perseverance the race marked out for us. Let us fix our eyes
on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the
joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame,
and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.
Hebrews 12:1-2 NIV
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Dear God, are You there?

Why can’t people understand that my ex and I are best
friends? Is it really that difficult to grasp? Just because we
didn’t work out as a couple doesn’t mean we don’t still care
about or love each. When people find out that he and I are
best friends and I tell him everything, they think I’m nuts! I’m
glad that we’re friends and he’s there for me and I can be
there for him. We talk to each other every day. Is it really that
unusual that we still get along and are friends?

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

Do all that you can to live in peace with everyone.
Romans 12:18 NLT

So now I am giving you a new commandment: Love each
other. Just as I have loved you, you should love each other.
John 13:34 NLT
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Dear God, are You there?

I can’t stand looking in the mirror. I’m so ugly. I hate to go
out in public. Why am I so ugly? I’m short, fat and ugly. Wow
I sound pathetic but that’s what I am. I don’t like my hair, my
face has too many freckles on it, my teeth aren’t straight or
white…just everything is icky. I don’t want to go to work
when I look this way, but I look like this every day. Why do I
feel so hideous? Why can’t I be taller, prettier and more
shapely? Oh wait I have a shape—it’s called round!
Seriously, I wish I could have a total makeover!

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

But the LORD said to Samuel, "Don't judge by his
appearance or height, for I have rejected him. The LORD
doesn't see things the way you see them. People judge by
outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.
1 Samuel 16:7 NIV

This means that anyone who belongs to Christ has become
a new person. The old life is gone; a new life has begun!
2 Corinthians 5:17 NLT
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Dear God, are You there?

I’m supposed to be getting on a plane in a few hours and so
don’t want to. I do want to get to where I’m going but I fear
flying big time. Why am I afraid now? I used to fly all the time,
when I was younger…even in small 4 seat airplanes. I feel
like such a baby but I know other people are afraid to fly too.
How am I going to get on this flight? I don’t have time to
drive to my destination but I’m freaking out about getting on
the plane.

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

For God has not given us a spirit of fear and timidity, but of
power, love, and self-discipline.
2 Timothy 1:7 NLT

Don't be afraid, for I am with you. Don't be discouraged, for I
am your God. I will strengthen you and help you. I will hold
you up with my victorious right hand.
Isaiah 41:10 NLT

45

Dear God, are You there?

Why’d the tsunami hit and destroy everything in its path?
I don’t understand why natural disasters happen. I know that
we (people) haven’t taken care of the planet the way we’re
supposed to and we all make bad choices so is this part of
that? Or is this the beginning of the end times? It hurts when
I turn on the news and see all the destruction, loss, death,
hurt in the areas hit by the tsunami. I feel helpless, not sure
what I can do to help…wondering why this happened to
begin with.

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

I create the light and make the darkness. I send good times
and bad times. I, the LORD, am the one who does these
things.
Isaiah 45:7 NLT

Nation will go to war against nation, and kingdom against
kingdom. There will be famines and earthquakes in many
parts of the world.
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Matthew 24:7 NLT
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Dear God, are You there?

Where were you earlier today God? Some guy who just got
fired earlier today came back to the building and shot the
general manager and two other people that were in his office.
They didn’t deserve to die. I don’t comprehend why more
and more people are breaking down and turning to killing
others when they feel like they’ve been unjustly treated.
What are we coming to? Why do people not know what was
said in Exodus 20:13 “You must not murder.” To me that
seems common sense even if it wasn’t in the Bible. I just
don’t understand what’s going on with the breakdown of
society and people so easily ready to take another’s life.

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

Jesus said, “Don’t let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God,
and turst also in me”
John 14:1 NLT

Don't say, "I will get even for this wrong." Wait for the LORD
to handle the matter.
Proverbs 20:22 NLT
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Dear God, are You there?

When are our troops coming home? I miss my husband. Our
daughter misses her father. I can’t stand that we’re in a war
we shouldn’t be in to begin with. I know my husband is proud
to serve the country, but I’m selfish and I want him home
safely with us.

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

For everything there is a season,
a time for every activity under heaven.
Ecclesiastes 3:1 NLT

A time to love and a time to hate.
A time for war and a time for peace.
Ecclesiastes 3:8 NLT
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Dear God, are You there?

Not sure how to even say this God, but I made $500 today
and it only took me about 15 minutes. How can that be a bad
thing? I needed the money but now I feel nasty. I had sex
with a guy who gave me $500 and am considering doing it
again. I really don’t want to, but You know I really need the
money. I’m not a bad person God. You know that. I give to
others. I even serve in the church in different outreaches.
Couldn’t I be like Rahab in Joshua 2:14-16? Or, if there’s a
way for me to make this kind of money this quickly and
legitimately show me God!

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

"Food for the stomach and the stomach for food"--but God
will destroy them both. The body is not meant for sexual
immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body.
1 Corinthians 6:13 NIV

Run from sexual sin! No other sin so clearly affects the body
as this one does. For sexual immorality is a sin against your
own body.
1 Corinthians 6:18 NLT
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Dear God, are You there?

Nobody likes me God. Nobody-not even my family. I don’t
have any friends. I’m tired of being alone. I’m not sure why
nobody likes me, but they don’t. Am I just over reacting since
it seems like everyone else spends time doing things
together and never inviting me to join in? Nobody calls me,
texts me or wants to get together with me. Why don’t they
like me?

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have
come that they may have life, and have it to the full.
John 10:10 NIV

Give all your worries and cares to God, for he cares about
you.
1 Peter 5:7 NLT
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Dear God, are You there?

There are a few hurricanes brewing in the Atlantic. We’ve
already suffered losses from prior years. Please keep them
away from here. I know You can keep us safe, and keep the
storms away from us. I’ve told others that they’re not going
to hit and they just look at me and tell me I should watch the
news. I don’t want to watch the news, I don’t want to hear
it…I want to hear from You Lord. I know You can keep us
protected.

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High
will rest in the shadow of the Almighty.
I will say of the Lord,
“He is my refuge and my fortress,
my God, in whom I trust.”
Psalm 91:1-2 NIV
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Dear God, are You there?

Why does Terri always get what she wants? She’s got the
great job, car, house, husband-seems like she has it all-and I
don’t even think she’s a believer. I work hard and I don’t
have a house, I drive a used car and I’m a believer. Why
don’t I have even half of what she has? I want a better job,
nicer car and a house of my own God. I feel like I’m working
and doing everything and getting no where.

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and live righteously,
and he will give you everything you need.
Matthew 6:33 NLT
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Dear God, are You there?

How am I going to buy the baby food and diapers I need?
My hours at work got cut and yet I’m not eligible for any
government assistance. I don’t have any family to ask for
help from. I don’t know what to do. It’s embarrassing going to
the food centers where they might give me a little bit of
something to help, but nobody’s going to give me diapers. I
considered going to the store and stealing just a few things.
What choice do I have?

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall
we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For the pagans run after
all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you
need them. But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness,
and all these things will be given to you as well. Therefore do
not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about
itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.
Matthew 6:31-34 NIV
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Dear God, are You there?

I want a baby so badly and yet here Ted and I are without.
We’ve tried everything and still no baby. Why? Elizabeth is
pregnant right now, hating it and not wanting the baby that’s
growing within her. How is that fair? I want my ‘reward’. It’s
said in Psalm 127:3 “Children are a gift from the LORD; they
are a reward from him.” I want our gift, God. Is there
something we haven’t done or need to do so that we can be
right in your eyes and worthy of this reward?

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

Isaac pleaded with the LORD on behalf of his wife, because
she was unable to have children. The LORD answered
Isaac's prayer, and Rebekah became pregnant with twins.
Genesis 25:21 NLT
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Dear God, are You there?

Why is my child so mean and disrespectful? I taught him not
to cuss, to be nice and somewhere along the line I must’ve
done something wrong. I’m just totally dumbfounded. For
years people complimented me on how well my son
behaved and then all of a sudden he became this foul,
hateful, disrespectful person. He’s suffering in his life now.
He has no direction, no goals or aspirations. He seems lost
and yet unwilling to accept guidance or help. Where did I go
wrong?

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

My son, do not forget my teaching,
but keep my commands in your heart,
for they will prolong your life many years
and bring you prosperity.
Let love and faithfulness never leave you;
bind them around your neck,
write them on the tablet of your heart.
Then you will win favor and a good name
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in the sight of God and man.
Proverbs 3:1-4 NIV

Dear God, are You there?

I lost the baby today. I woke up to excruciating pain and
cramps and found blood in the bed. It really freaked me out.
Richard and I went to the emergency room. The doctors
there confirmed I miscarried. I wanted this baby so badly.
We had her name picked out. The nursery was being
decorated. Our families were waiting for her arrival so they
could love on her. Why did this happen?

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

I am leaving you with a gift--peace of mind and heart. And
the peace I give is a gift the world cannot give. So don't be
troubled or afraid.
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John 14:27 NLT

I have told you all this so that you may have peace in me.
Here on earth you will have many trials and sorrows. But
take heart, because I have overcome the world.
John 16:33 NLT
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Dear God, are You there?

Thank you God for bringing certain people into my life. I’ve
been blessed with a few great friends. I was in a time of
need, and they were there for me. My best friend helped me
out financially and also by just being there for me to talk to. I
really needed someone to share what I’m going through with.
He was there listening to me and redirecting me back to
YOU and Your promises.

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

And don't forget to do good and to share with those in need.
These are the sacrifices that please God.
Hebrews 13:16 NLT

Be happy with those who are happy, and weep with those
who weep.
Romans 12:15 NLT
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Dear God, are You there?

My kids refuse to do their homework. Everyone says “make
them”. How does one “make” a teen do their homework? I
can’t physically put the pen in their hand and somehow force
them to do it. I’m worn out trying to get these kids to do what
they’re supposed to. Why does it seem that nearly all teens
are of the same mindset now… that they don’t “have” to do
whatever they don’t feel like doing? I’ve spoken with friends
and other people in church and their kids are the same way.
Why can’t I get through to them that they need to do their
work and what’s expected of them? Why won’t they grasp
the concept that if they don’t do what they should that their
life won’t be all it could be?

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right.
“Honor your father and mother”—which is the first
commandment with a promise— “that it may go well with you
and that you may enjoy long life on the earth”
Ephesians 6:1-3 NIV

We also pray that you will be strengthened with all his
glorious power so you will have all the endurance and
patience you need. May you be filled with joy always
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thanking the Father. He has enabled you to share in the
inheritance that belongs to his people, who live in the light.
Colossians 1:11-12 NLT

Dear God, are You there?

Dear God, are You there?

There’s an Amber Alert for a deaf girl with a leg prosthesis in
the news this morning. The step-mother was arrested on
other charges not related but others speculate that she has
something to do with the girls’ disappearance. What
possesses someone to do something to a defenseless child?
It takes a sick mind to hurt a child (or anyone for that matter)
but more to an innocent defenseless child.

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

Those who live according to the sinful nature have their
minds set on what that nature desires; but those who live in
accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the
Spirit desires. The mind of sinful mane is death, but the mind
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controlled by the Spirit is life and peace; the sinful mind is
hostile to God. It does not submit to God’s law, nor can it do
so. Those controlled by the sinful nature cannot please God.
Romans 8:5-8 NIV
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Dear God, are You there?

I’m opening a new store front business and I’m afraid. I know
that fear isn’t something that comes from you, so I’m
constantly talking to myself and trying to stay focused on
your Word. It’s hard though. I’ve spent over $5000 already
and haven’t even opened yet. Every time I get ready to open,
something else happens to prevent me from opening. I really
need this to succeed.

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

May God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ give you
grace and peace.
2 Thessalonians 1:2 NLT

But remember the LORD your God is the one who makes
you wealthy. He's confirming the promise which he swore to
your ancestors. It's still in effect today.
Deuteronomy 8:18 GW
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Dear God, are You there?

How do I know if what I’m doing is right? I try to pray and be
still and listen but the ‘be still and listen’ part is hard when
kids are screaming, phones are ringing, my thoughts are
zooming through my head. I know the Holy Spirit is within
me and can guide me, so why can’t I just stop long enough
to really listen? I’m constantly wondering if I’m making the
right decisions and going in the right direction.

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

And the Spirit of the LORD will rest on him--the Spirit of
wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might,
the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.
Isaiah 11:2 NLT

The LORD directs the steps of the godly. He delights in
every detail of their lives.
Psalm 37:23 NLT
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Dear God, are You there?

Keeping the enemy behind me seems so hard some days. I
feel lonely but yet I don’t want anyone around. I’m normally
ok with the fact that it’s You and me, God. Yet, other times I
long for attention. But, when I do that the enemy comes in to
attack with people who aren’t following a Christ-like lifestyle.
It’s a constant battle, so far the enemy is losing. I have to
keep reminding myself that if I give in to the flesh, that I’ll
lose any blessing that I’d be getting from you…that’s how I
keep myself on the path I feel you want me on.

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

Therefore, put on every piece of God's armor so you will be
able to resist the enemy in the time of evil. Then after the
battle you will still be standing firm.
Ephesians 6:13 NLT

…where he was tempted by the devil for forty days. Jesus
ate nothing all that time and became very hungry.
Then the devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, tell
this stone to become a loaf of bread.”
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But Jesus told him, “No! The Scriptures say, ‘People do not
live by bread alone
Luke 4:2-4 NLT
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Dear God, are You there?

Why does it seem the closer I get to You, the more irritating
aggravating stuff happens? I guess that’s the enemy’s way
to try to keep me from You and focusing on You. It’s hard
staying focused, but I know there’s no other choice. It’d be
nice though if it weren’t a constant battle within though…then
again I bet it’d have been nice if Jesus hadn’t had to die for
me. That puts things into perspective! See, it does help
writing to you-I already know what you’re going to say (at
least sometimes). I just need to remind myself and stand in
faith and believe…keep running the race and fighting the
fight.
Thanks God!

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

For God loved the world so much that he gave his one and
only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not
perish but have eternal life.
John 3:16 NLT
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Dear God, are You there?

Why do I rely on him to help me? He usually lets me down,
but yet I’m always there helping him. I tell myself I won’t help
the next time he needs something, yet I guess it’s not in my
nature to say no when there’s no logical reason I can’t help.
It’s irritating and hurts (though I hate to admit that) when I
can’t get any help myself. It’s not like I ask a lot of people to
help often, in fact I don’t ask anyone for any type of help
unless I have no other choice. Yet it’d be nice if on the rare
occasion that I need ask for help, that there was someone
there to help me.

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

Jesus looked at them and said, "With man this is impossible,
but with God all things are possible."
Matthew 19:26 NIV
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Dear God, are You there?

Is it wrong to flirt, is it even flirting if someone texts you? Am
I reading more into it than there is? It’s not like he asked me
to sext him or anything and I wouldn’t do that anyhow. I
know not to put anything questionable out there for the world
to possibly see, but yet YOU see what’s in my heart so that’s
even worse since I have thought about it but then I know
better so I never follow through.

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do
not think about how to gratify the desires of the sinful nature.
Romans 13:14 NIV

But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has
already committed adultery with her in his heart.
Matthew 5:28 NIV
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Dear God, are You there?

The money’s running low God. I know you say that You’ll
supply all my needs, but it’s hard to believe that when the
bills are stacking up and I have no work or assistance. I’m
working and even looking for a part time job too. I’m doing
what I can to bring money in but it’s not coming quickly
enough. Help me Lord.

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

You know the generous grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so
that by his poverty he could make you rich.
2 Corinthians 8:9 NLT

Cast your cares on the LORD and he will sustain you; he will
never let the righteous fall.
Psalm 55:22 NIV
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Dear God, are You there?

I’ve started to pray the prayer of Jabez
“Oh, that You would bless me indeed,
And enlarge my territory,
That Your hand would be with me,
And that You would keep me from evil.

O God and King, please expand my opportunities and my
impact in such a way that I touch more lives for Your glory,
let me do more for You!”

And, it’s helped…I love being a blessing to others and
sharing Your works with others. Thank you God!

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

Jabez cried out to the God of Israel, “Oh, that you would
bless me and enlarge my territory! Let your hand be with me,
and keep me from harm so that I will be free from pain.” And
God granted his request.
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1 Chronicles 4:10 NIV
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Dear God, are You there?

Why do people find the need to gossip about others? Do
they not realize the detrimental affects it can have on a
person? People are killing themselves because of others
gossiping about them, spreading rumors, posting things
online. It gets so tiring trying to explain to people that I don’t
want to hear their nonsense. Now, I just leave because I
really don’t want any part of this. It’s not right, it’s so hurtful
and yet people keep doing it…why?

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

The tongue has the power of life and death, and those who
love it will eat its fruit.
Proverbs 18:21 NIV

Don't use foul or abusive language. Let everything you say
be good and helpful, so that your words will be an
encouragement to those who hear them.
Ephesians 4:29 NLT
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Dear God, are You there?

There’s a gay couple at work that people keep making jokes
about and leaving nasty comments on the break room
bulletin board. I know you say that being gay is a sin but all
the people who are judging and harassing the couple are
also committing sins as well. Who are they to be so nasty
and far from how Christ would act, at least I think. Why can’t
we all just respect each other and let others live the lives
they choose? I mean, they’re accountable to You…not to
anyone else. I really wish people would not be so foul.

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

God alone, who gave the law, is the Judge. He alone has the
power to save or to destroy. So what right do you have to
judge your neighbor?
James 4:12 NLT

But now is the time to get rid of anger, rage, malicious
behavior, slander, and dirty language.
Colossians 3:8 NLT
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Dear God, are You there?

Thank you for protecting me, even when I didn’t know you.
There are many times when by all rights I should’ve died, yet
here I am. I can think of more than a handful of times where
under ‘normal’ circumstances, I should have been dead. You
kept me protected even before I knew You. That amazes me!
I guess this means you have some big plan for me, now if
only I knew what ‘it’ was!

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD,
plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future and a
hope.
Jeremiah 29:11 NLT
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Dear God, are You there?

I’ve distanced myself from everyone who’s negative or has
nasty attitudes. Of course, now that I did that the same
people are talking nonsense amongst themselves about me.
Mutual friends are now emailing me asking what my
“problem” is because I don’t want to go to an event that I’ve
already paid for that includes the others. I honestly just do
not want to be around hypocritical gossiping peopleChristian or not. They sit around and talk nonsense and
judge me on things that make no sense at all and aren’t
against the Word, yet because they don’t agree with what I
do they condemn me. Why can’t they understand and
respect that I want no part of their nonsense?

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

People will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money,
boastful, proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents,
ungrateful, unholy, without love, unforgiving, slanderous,
without self-control, brutal, not lovers of the good,
treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than
lovers of God— having a form of godliness but denying its
power. Have nothing to do with them.
2 Timothy 3:2-5 NIV
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Beware of false prophets who come disguised as harmless
sheep but are really vicious wolves.
Matthew 7:15 NLT
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Dear God, are You there?

People are telling me that I’m a devil worshipper because I
meditate. Didn’t you say to “mediate on the Word”?
So, why are these people trying to say what I’m doing is
wrong. I spend time in quiet meditation and reflect on a
scripture and sit and listen for what You tell me during my
quiet time. How is that wrong?

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

I meditate on your precepts and consider your ways.
Psalm 119:15 NIV

Study this Book of Instruction continually. Meditate on it day
and night so you will be sure to obey everything written in it.
Only then will you prosper and succeed in all you do.
Joshua 1:8 NLT
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Dear God, are You there?

Thank You for protecting us during the car accident. I’m so
glad that I pray a hedge of protection around us every time
we go anywhere. I know that You watch over us and protect
us. I feel bad for the other family even though it was their
fault, they still suffered a loss today. It’s made me realize
though that tomorrow isn’t guaranteed, only You know what
our future holds and for how long. Thank you Lord for letting
us have tomorrow.

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

Those who live in the shelter of the Most High will find rest in
the shadow of the Almighty.
Psalm 91:1-2 NLT

Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow.
What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little
while and then vanishes.
James 4:14 NIV
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Dear God, are You there?

Why did my child have to be born with mental and physical
problems?
People stare at him when we are out in public, kids point
their fingers at her. Why haven’t those kids’ parents taught
them manners and respect? I don’t want him to suffer
through life, being ridiculed and made fun of. He has so
much to overcome as it is and then these people just act
stupid around him. Why did this to happen to Dean? Why
wasn’t he born normal?

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

Moses said to the Lord, “O Lord, I have never been eloquent,
neither in the past nor since you have spoken to your
servant. I am slow of speech and tongue.”
The Lord said to him, “Who gave man his mouth? Who
makes him deaf or mute? Who gives him sight or makes him
blind? Is it not I, the Lord? Now go; I will help you speak and
will teach you what to say.”
Exodus 4:10-12 NIV
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I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no
one will snatch them out of my hand.
John 10:28 NIV
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Dear God, are You there?

Why did he break under pressure? I can’t believe Tony took
his wife’s life, their kids and then his own. If he couldn’t stand
up to the pressures and wanted out, why not just take
himself out-which even that isn’t right but why take the whole
family? I’ve never understood the murder-suicide thing,
especially now that it’s happened to friends of mine. Were
there signs that I missed that somehow maybe would’ve
helped protect Vivian and the kids?

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

Do not be overwicked, and do not be a fool--why die before
your time?
Ecclesiastes 7:17 NIV

This is God's Message, the God who made earth, made it
livable and lasting, known everywhere as God: 'Call to me
and I will answer you. I'll tell you marvelous and wondrous
things that you could never figure out on your own.'
Jeremiah 33:3 The Message
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Dear God, are You there?

Why don’t my parents talk to me any more? They are my
parents after all. I thought they were supposed to love me no
matter what. Why do I even care? I’m in my 30’s so it’s not
like I ‘have’ to deal with them. I didn’t even do anything
wrong, they just stopped talking to me because I left our
home town. Just because I left doesn’t mean that I’m no
longer theirs. Then again, I am an adult so why do I care?
You love me so that should be good enough right?

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

They replied, "Believe in the Lord Jesus and you will be
saved, along with everyone in your household."
Acts 16:31 NLT

But God showed his great love for us by sending Christ to
die for us while we were still sinners.
Romans 5:8 NLT
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Dear God, are You there?

Why won’t you let me have what I want? I’ve prayed, I’ve
believed and yet I still don’t have it? I’m pretty confident that
I’m living a Christ like life. I mean I know I fall short
sometimes and sin sometimes, but doesn’t everyone? I don’t
ask for a lot and I tithe, I pray, I serve so why do I not have
what I want?

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

The Lord isn't really being slow about his promise, as some
people think. No, he is being patient for your sake. He does
not want anyone to be destroyed, but wants everyone to
repent.
2 Peter 3:9 NLT

When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with
wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your
pleasures.
James 4:3 NIV
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Dear God, are You there?

I talk to You all the time God, when I wake up, before I go to
bed, during the day. Sometimes I don’t know if this is
‘praying’ or if I’m just rambling. I want to be connected to
You and experience Your blessings and Your will for my life.
Am I bothering You when I pray throughout the course of my
day? Is it even prayer if all I’m doing is giving thanks and
talking with You?

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

Be joyful always; pray continually; give thanks in all
circumstances, for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 NIV
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Dear God, are You there?

My husband drives me nuts. I want to scream so badly!
Why does he insist on doing things that he knows will annoy
me?
How am I supposed to handle him? I just want to tear my
hair out or smash something or yell at him when he acts so
selfish. He knows every button to push and does it well.
Why?!

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up
anger.
Proverbs 15:1 NIV

In the same way, you husbands must give honor to your
wives. Treat your wife with understanding as you live
together. She may be weaker than you are, but she is your
equal partner in God's gift of new life. Treat her as you
should so your prayers will not be hindered.
1 Peter 3:7 NLT
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Dear God, are You there?

Sometimes I just want to curl up in bed and stay there,
crying.
I normally don’t feel this way but I just can’t take everything.
Sometimes I feel like I can’t go on, it’s just too much. So,
here I sit with tears running down my face writing to You. I
don’t want to cry, I’m stronger than this…isn’t crying for no
valid reason a sign of weakness, fear, insecurity or a sign
that I lack in faith that You will handle everything I have to
deal with? I give myself whip lash thinking about things
sometimes… Is it ok to cry? It shows I do have emotions
(which some people say I don’t). I have faith. Believe. Quit
crying. Believe. Cry some more. Believe. Stop crying.
See what I mean…whip lash!

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

But all who listen to me will live in peace, untroubled by fear
of harm.
Proverbs 1:33 NIV

For at just the right time Christ will be revealed from heaven
by the blessed and only almighty God, the King of all kings
and Lord of all lords.
92

1 Timothy 6:15 NLT
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Dear God, are You there?

Is it wrong to have a male friend? Can men and women be
friends without it meaning anything? I don’t relate to women
but get along great with most men. I don’t want anything
other than friendship, it’s not like I want a relationship with
any of my friends…they’re just that…friends.

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

Do not rebuke an older man harshly, but exhort him as if he
were your father. Treat younger men as brothers, older
women as mothers, and younger women as sisters, with
absolute purity.
1 Timothy 5:1-2 NIV

A friend is always loyal, and a brother is born to help in time
of need.
Proverbs 17:17 NLT
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Dear God, are You there?

I don’t understand how people can continually do things that
they know are bad for them. Why don’t they understand that
what they’re doing is hurting them? I know Mike is in pain,
but popping pain killers all day and night long isn’t going to
help him in the long run. I’m afraid he’s going to get addicted
to them. I’m going to talk to him and see if he’ll go to therapy,
rehab or something so he can kick this!

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

No temptation has seized you except what is common to
man. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted
beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he
will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it.
1 Corinthians 10:13 NIV

"Woe to the world because of the things that cause people to
sin! Such things must come, but woe to the man through
whom they come!
Matthew 18:7 NIV
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Dear God, are You there?

Why am I full of doubt? People who know me in the business
world think that I’m this wonderfully successful person, yet
I’m full of doubt and insecurity. I have no clue what I’m doing
right now. I fear new projects and networking meetings.
What if I’m not good enough? What if I don’t have the skills
and ability everyone seems to think I have?

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

We have different gifts, according to the grace given us. If a
man’s gift is prophesying, let him use it in proportion to his
faith. If it is serving, let him serve; if it is teaching, let him
teach; if it is encouraging, let him encourage; if it is
contributing to the needs of others, let him give generously; if
it is leadership, let him govern diligently; if it is showing
mercy, let him do it cheerfully.
Romans 12:6-8 NIV

If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives
generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to
him. But when he asks, he must believe and not doubt,
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because he who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and
tossed by the wind.
James 1:5-6 NIV
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Dear God, are You there?

Some church was on the news saying that Christians who do
yoga aren’t Christians or something like that. God, I do yogabut not the chanting OM type of yoga. I do it for exercise and
actually help me draw closer to you. Am I wrong? I posted a
message online about doing yoga and promoting a friend of
mine who teaches it and I had people that I used to go to
church with send me messages about how Satanic yoga is.
Why do people not get that it’s exercise, or at least the yoga
I’m doing. Why do people have to have one view on things
and make rash judgment calls and form opinions when they
really have no clue?

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

Those who try to live a godly life because they believe in
Christ Jesus will be persecuted.
2 Timothy 3:12 GW

Accept other believers who are weak in faith, and don't
argue with them about what they think is right or wrong.
Romans 14:1 NLT
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Dear God, are You there?

I do trust you God. I’m missing out on joy and peace though,
so I guess in reality that means I’m not trusting You? This is
so confusing. I strive to be happy and have a life of joy,
peace, understanding but then the ‘world’ gets in the way
and emotions run rampant. I know I have a choice…trust in
You or not…and I do…so then why do I have moments of
sheer terror and fear, of uncertainty and find myself far from
peace?

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

So letting your sinful nature control your mind leads to death.
But letting the Spirit control your mind leads to life and peace.
Romans 8:6 NLT

And it is impossible to please God without faith. Anyone who
wants to come to him must believe that God exists and that
he rewards those who sincerely seek him.
Hebrews 11:6 NLT
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Dear God, are You there?

Why must I wait? I want it now! I want my prayers answered
now and it seems I’m always waiting, waiting, waiting. How
much longer do I have to wait God? I don’t mind waiting, but
I don’t understand why I have to wait so long.

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

Finishing is better than starting. Patience is better than pride.
Ecclesiastes 7:8 NLT

Wait for the Lord; be strong and take heart and wait for the
Lord.
Psalm 27:14 NIV
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Dear God, are You there?

Why do we always fight? We hardly see each other and
when we do, we spend it fighting and arguing. It makes no
sense. He knows every button to push to aggravate me. I’m
sure he probably says the same thing about me but I’m tired
of all this garbage. I just can’t take his attitude any more. I’m
tired of fighting. What can I do?

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

And "don't sin by letting anger control you."
Don't let the sun go down while you are still angry
Ephesians 4:26 NLT

101

Dear God, are You there?

How could he cheat on me? I just want to scratch the girls’
eyes out. Everyone says it’s not her fault, that I should blame
him. I suppose I should because I mean it does take two,
right? And, he’s the one who knew he was married to me! I
guess she could be innocent in this but danged it hurts. I
want nothing to do with him right now. Why did he do this to
us?

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

You shall not commit adultery.
Exodus 20:14 NIV

But the man who commits adultery is an utter fool, for he
destroys himself.
Proverbs 6:32 NLT

Marriage is honorable in every way, so husbands and wives
should be faithful to each other. God will judge those who
commit sexual sins, especially those who commit adultery.
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Hebrews 13:4 GW
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Dear God, are You there?

Is it possible that my nephew is bi-polar or just depressed?
I’ve cried out to You God to help him and to help me be able
to deal with him and yet I don’t see anything happening. I’ve
prayed, I’ve not been tempted by the enemy to do things I
know You wouldn’t want me to do and yet no improvement
with him. Why are some people like this? Why is he like this?
How am I supposed to help him get better?

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

Instead, let the Spirit renew your thoughts and attitudes.
Ephesians 4:23 NLT

And God will generously provide all you need. Then you will
always have everything you need and plenty left over to
share with others.
2 Corinthians 9:8 NLT
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Dear God, are You there?

I just wanted to say thank you for everything You do for me
and provide me with on a daily basis. I know I don’t say it
often enough. I usually come to You in need or whining
about something, but not today. Today and every day from
now on I’m going to remember to come to You with
thanksgiving. I thank You, I praise Your name and give
thanks!!!

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

And give thanks for everything to God the Father in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Ephesians 5:20 NLT

Enter his gates with thanksgiving; go into his courts with
praise. Give thanks to him and praise his name.
Psalm 100:4 NLT
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Dear God, are You there?

I want to open my own business God, but am I qualified? Do
I have enough experience or skills to “make it”? I want to be
a success, but can I? am I able? I question whether I have
the ability to make this work. I don’t want to fail, I need this to
work out God.

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

For I can do everything through Christ, who gives me
strength.
Philippians 4:13 NLT

For we are God's masterpiece. He has created us anew in
Christ Jesus, so we can do the good things he planned for
us long ago.
Ephesians 2:10 NLT
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Dear God, are You there?

Why is he always promising me to help and do things with
me and then backs out at the last minute? I ask him if he can
help me, he says “yes”, then when the time comes, he
doesn’t help. Why can’t I take him for his word? It’s so
irritating when he does that. I don’t ask a lot, but when I do
and he says he’ll help, I assume that ‘yes’ means ‘yes’.
Apparently it doesn’t matter to him.

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

Simply let your 'Yes' be 'Yes,' and your 'No,' 'No'; anything
beyond this comes from the evil one.
Matthew 5:37 NIV

Take control of what I say, O LORD, and guard my lips.
Psalm 141:3 NLT
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Dear God, are You there?

I just want to be happy. Why is that so hard? I see other
people who are always smiling, laughing and having fun so
why can’t I be like that? I’m tired of being sad and miserable.
I want to be happy like everyone else seems to be. I want to
enjoy life and be joy filled.

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

This is the day the LORD has made. We will rejoice and be
glad in it.
Psalm 118:24 NLT

Always be full of joy in the Lord. I say it again--rejoice!
Philippians 4:4 NLT

You have shown me the way of life, and you will fill me with
the joy of your presence.
Acts 2:28 NLT
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~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

*If you would like a free report on how to be happy and joy
filled visit www.BeJoyFilled.com to receive your free report*
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Dear God, are You there?

It feels so good to be able to help children in need through
sponsoring them. I know some people say we should help
those in need right here in our own ‘backyard’, but I sponsor
three kids through Compassion International and love doing
so. My money goes much further there than it would here.
Aren’t we supposed to help…anywhere we can?

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~
But Jesus said, "Let the children come to me. Don't stop
them! For the Kingdom of Heaven belongs to those who are
like these children."
Matthew 19:14 NLT

For I was hungry, and you fed me. I was thirsty, and you
gave me a drink. I was a stranger, and you invited me into
your home.
Matthew 25:35 NLT

Blessed are those who are generous, because they feed the
poor.
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Proverbs 22:9 NLT
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Dear God, are You there?

Things are so overwhelming God. I keep on doing the right
thing, keep on standing in faith and have to remind myself
every single morning and through the day that Your will will
be done in my life. But, it’s so hard. I’m crying, I have nobody
to turn to…yet I know I can turn to You. I know I’m supposed
to cast all my cares on You, so why is it so hard to do that? I
think I do that, then I get overwhelmed and afraid again.
That’s not a feeling that is of You. Why can’t I just release it
all and totally trust?

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

For we live by believing and not by seeing.
2 Corinthians 5:7 NLT

Faith is the confidence that what we hope for will actually
happen; it gives us assurance about things we cannot see.
Hebrews 11:1 NLT

112

Dear God, are You there?

I want to end it. I can’t go on any more. It’s not just one thing
that’s going on but an accumulation of everything. Why can’t
the pain and frustration go away? Why can’t I feel loved?
Why can’t things go smoothly in my life? Things are too
overwhelming right now. I want rest. I want sleep. I want to
just stop. I want it to go away.

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

The righteous cry out, and the Lord hears them;
he delivers them from all their troubles.
The Lord is close to the brokenhearted
and saves those who are crushed in spirit.
A righteous man may have many troubles,
but the Lord delivers him from them all
Psalm 34:17-19 NIV

I know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will
stand upon the earth.
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Job 19:25 NIV
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Dear God, are You there?

Why am I so depressed? I know I have a lot going on but I
see other people who have just as much to deal with and
they’re happy and always smiling. Why am I different? Do I
not deserve to be happy? Am I wired wrong? I simply can’t
get out of this funk I’m in. The worst part is I don’t even know
why I’m in it or what I’m upset about.

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

Put on your new nature, and be renewed as you learn to
know your Creator and become like him.
Colossians 3:10 NLT

115

Dear God, are You there?

I think I like women. Which if I was a guy wouldn’t be an
issue, but I’m a woman too. Maybe it’s because I’m tired of
the way men treated me in the past? Perhaps I’m done
being abused and treated like garbage by men…maybe
another female would understand me better? I need help
God. I want to be accepted for who I am, but yet I don’t really
know who that is. I know it’s wrong to be with someone of
the same sex. Help me.

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

For everyone has sinned; we all fall short of God's glorious
standard.
Romans 3:23 NLT

Therefore, accept each other just as Christ has accepted
you so that God will be given glory.
Romans 15:7 NLT
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Dear God, are You there?

The people that I work with are constantly talking and using
foul language, degrading others and well it’s just annoying to
be around. I don’t know why they do this, especially at work.
It’s uncalled for and I don’t appreciate it at all. I’ve talked to
the supervisors but they tell me it’s not that big of a deal. To
me it is!

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

“Don't use foul or abusive language. Let everything you say
be good and helpful, so that your words will be an
encouragement to those who hear them.”
Ephesians 4:29 NLT
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Dear God, are You there?

I’m so tired of doing the “right thing”. I see all my friends
doing whatever they feel like and having fun. Granted, they
are doing some things that aren’t exactly on the “up and up”
and are illegal. But, they have lots of money, big houses,
nice cars and I wonder why they’re blessed so much and yet
I struggle every day and I’m doing nothing wrong.

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

Seek good, and not evil, that you may live; and so the LORD,
the God of hosts, will be with you, as you have said.
Amos 5:14 NIV

Remember, it is sin to know what you ought to do and then
not do it.
James 4:17 NLT
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Dear God, are You there?

I’m totally blown away by the generosity and giving of this
woman I don’t even know. There’s a conference coming up
that I want to attend and I have no transportation from the
airport to the event. A woman I know only online has offered
to pick me up from the airport the evening before and allow
me to stay with her and get a ride to the retreat and then
back again. I’m just in awe over her willingness to do this
and her unsolicited offer to help me. It’s amazing what
people who know You and want others to experience You
are willing to do! I’m shocked…and grateful!

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

Cheerfully share your home with those who need a meal or a
place to stay.
1 Peter 4:9 NLT

Keep on loving each other as brothers and sisters.
Hebrews 13:1 NLT
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Dear God, are You there?

I think I’m beginning to doubt, to lose faith. I wake up every
morning trying to see the blessings that are there, yet I just
can’t see through the fog. I want to stand in faith, really I
do…but I suppose since I’m not seeing the fruits of my labor
I start to question my faith. Do others have doubt or are they
all able to just stand in faith? I feel like I’m not obedient
because I doubt. Am I losing out on my blessings because I
doubt?

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

Anyone who believes and is baptized will be saved. But
anyone who refuses to believe will be condemned.
Mark 16:16 NLT

But when you ask him, be sure that your faith is in God alone.
Do not waver, for a person with divided loyalty is as
unsettled as a wave of the sea that is blown and tossed by
the wind.
James 1:6 NLT
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Dear God, are You there?

I’m surrounded by people who are negative. They don’t see
anything positive or good in life. They’re constantly
complaining and only seeing the bad, never acknowledging
that there are blessings and miracles all around us every day.
They’re emotionally and physically draining on me. How can
I get them to see the light?

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

When we tell you these things, we do not use words that
come from human wisdom. Instead, we speak words given
to us by the Spirit, using the Spirit's words to explain spiritual
truths.
1 Corinthians 2:13 NLT

Imitate God, therefore, in everything you do, because you
are his dear children.
Ephesians 5:1 NLT
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Dear God, are You there?

I love fasting. It brings me closer to You. I love sacrificing
food, to get closer and really hear what You’re speaking to
me, which is nothing compared to Jesus sacrificing His life
for me! Not only do I feel cleaner and better physically, I feel
like I’m closer to You and able to overcome tribulations that
come before me.

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

At that time I, Daniel, mourned for three weeks. I ate no
choice food; no meat or wine touched my lips; and I used no
lotions at all until the three weeks were over.
Daniel 10:2-3 NIV
Then she lived as a widow to the age of eighty-four. She
never left the Temple but stayed there day and night,
worshiping God with fasting and prayer.
Luke 2:37 NLT

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

*You can actually read one of Tara’s blog entries regarding
fasting at:
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http://www.taraburner.com/motivating-thoughts/fasting-toattain.php

Tara will also be releasing a Bible Based Fasting program in
the future.
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Dear God, are You there?

Thank you God for your mercy, grace and all you do in my
life. Thank you for peace, love, hope, favor. Thank you for
providing for me in every sense—the material things I need
as well as the spiritual things. Truly everything that is good
comes from You and I’m so glad to have you as a Father. I
know that as long as I seek You, you’ll continue to allow me
to experience all your wondrous gifts. Thank you!

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from
the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like
shifting shadows.
James 1:17 NIV
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Dear God, are You there?

I have some issues God…food, men, relationships, life…the
list goes on. I’d love to be able to conqueror my issues with
food. It’s an all or nothing mentality some times I seem like I
have it “all together” and then I nearly blow it. Sometimes it’s
about food other times I almost allow myself to do other
things that I know I shouldn’t…notice though God, I said
“almost”. I keep Your Word in mind and talk myself out of
doing something I shouldn’t and stay focused on You and
rebuke the enemy. I am a conqueror through You!

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

"No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through
him who loved us."
Romans 8:37 NIV
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Dear God, are You there?

I don’t know if I’m doing the right thing in going to college.
Should I just get a mediocre job or go to school? I want to do
what’s best for my future and what will help me out in the
long run. I’m tired of struggling…tired of not knowing…tired
of the run around.

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

He renews my strength. He guides me along right paths,
bringing honor to his name.
Psalm 23:3 NLT

But those who trust in the LORD will find new strength. They
will soar high on wings like eagles. They will run and not
grow weary. They will walk and not faint.
Isaiah 40:31 NLT
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Dear God, are You there?

What do I do about all the people who claim that they’re for
me if I need anything, yet really aren’t. It’s almost as if I don’t
speak “Christianese”** that they just call on me when they
need something from me yet never invite me to any
functions, parties or just call to say hi or see how things are.
I know we’re called on to help others but at same point, I
refuse to be used and a door mat for others. I’ve bent over
backwards, and would give someone in need the shirt off my
back. I’ve rearranged my schedule to help out people at a
drop of a hat. I’ve invited people to my parties-none of
shown up. I’ve never been invited to any of their outings-why?
I say I don’t have feelings so people won’t think they hurt me,
but it does hurt me when I know they’re all doing things and
nobody invited me. What do I do here Lord?

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~
Above all else, guard your heart,
for it is the wellspring of life.
Proverbs 4:23 NIV

**Christianese defined on www.urbandictionary.com is the
language spoken by Christians. It makes no sense to
anyone unfamiliar with biblical texts, but earns you major
points in the eyes of other Christians, because it means your
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words are hella holy. Words used by Christians that the
unsaved masses are unlikely to understand. Christian
buzzwords. "Father God, you are omnipotent, omnipresent,
and omniscient. Thank you for saving me by grace through
faith in Jesus Christ, the Savior of mankind" would be a
prayer, dreadfully overdosing on Christianese.

Dear God, are You there?

As you know, I’m vegetarian and have friends that are vegan
as well as those who eat a regular animal based diet. I don’t
try to instill my lifestyle on others, so why do others feel the
need to bash me and argue with me about my choice to not
eat anything from an animal source? I just want people to
respect my choice and understand that I feel better
physically and spiritually when living this lifestyle.

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

Then God said, "I give you every seed-bearing plant on the
face of the whole earth and every tree that has fruit with
seed in it. They will be yours for food.
Genesis 1:29 NIV
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For the Kingdom of God is not a matter of what we eat or
drink, but of living a life of goodness and peace and joy in
the Holy Spirit. Do not destroy the work of God for the sake
of food. All food is clean, but it is wrong for a man to eat
anything that causes someone else to stumble. It is better
not to eat meat or drink wine or to do anything else that will
cause your brother to fall. So whatever you believe about
these things keep between yourself and God. Blessed is the
man who does not condemn himself by what he approves
Romans 14:17, 20-22 NLT
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Dear God, are You there?

Why do people in church feel the need to persecute and
judge others? I thought they were supposed to pray for other
people and not judge?

These people don’t know me, they only think they know
me…in reality, they only have perceived awareness of who I
am…not ever making the effort to really get to know me and
what I stand for and who I am in You! I don’t know how to
deal with them. I stopped associating with them, which
basically meant I got out of the church and the Bible studies
they’re in so I wouldn’t have to deal with them. I blocked their
emails and delete their messages when they feel the need to
condemn me via text or Facebook.

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse.
Romans 12:14 NIV
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Dear God, are You there?

I just looked at some pictures that were taken recently and
OMGosh. I have wrinkles and am looking older now. I know
I’m getting older, but most people think I’m younger than I
am. These pictures say otherwise, at least to me they do.
The first thing I see in them are the wrinkles around my eyes
and my brow. It’s really bothering me God. I don’t want to be
in any pictures now and I know it shouldn’t bother me this
much but yet it is!

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

Charm is deceptive, and beauty does not last; but a woman
who fears the LORD will be greatly praised.
Proverbs 31:30 NLT

But the LORD said to Samuel, "Don't judge by his
appearance or height, for I have rejected him. The LORD
doesn't see things the way you see them. People judge by
outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart."
1 Samuel 16:7 NLT
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Dear God, are You there?

Why does it seem like my friends are never around when I
could really use their help? I’m not even talking about
physical help, just someone to confide in and be an ear or
shoulder to me. I’m always there for them, no matter how
busy my schedule is. Is it too much to ask that my best friend
be there for me? I mean, she doesn’t even work and yet
she’s never around except for when she needs something
from me. This gets tiring and annoying. I don’t think it’s too
much to ask that I be treated with the same respect and
attention that I treat others. Guess this is why I never really
found much value in ‘friends’ since most so far have always
been more concerned about their wants and needs and
making me a friend of convenience not a true friend.

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

I have no one else like him, who takes a genuine interest in
your welfare. For everyone looks out for his own interests,
not those of Jesus Christ.
Philippians 2:20-21 NIV
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Dear God, are You there?

There was a lock down today of all schools in the area.
They’re not sure if it was a hoax or not. It sure put parents
and the community into a panic though. Someone called
saying that their spouse was going to the schools to doing
some shooting and that ‘something big was going to
happen’…whatever that means. All I know is that I’m glad I
home school, but yet feel for all those parents who couldn’t
get to their kids and had to trust the schools to keep them
safe.

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

You have always put a wall of protection around him and his
home and his property. You have made him prosper in
everything he does. Look how rich he is!
Job 1:10 NLT

But let all who take refuge in you rejoice; let them sing joyful
praises forever. Spread your protection over them, that all
who love your name may be filled with joy.
Psalm 5:11 NLT

134

Dear God, are You there?

How am I supposed to tithe when I don’t have any money? I
can barely pay my bills, get groceries or put gas in my car.
How can I possibly give the church money? I cringe at
church when they pass the offering basket and I can’t put
anything in it. I just don’t see how I can give my last dollar
when I have all these things I have to pay for.

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

Give, and you will receive. Your gift will return to you in full-pressed down, shaken together to make room for more,
running over, and poured into your lap. The amount you give
will determine the amount you get back
Luke 6:38 NLT

Bring all the tithes into the storehouse so there will be
enough food in my Temple. If you do," says the LORD of
Heaven's Armies, "I will open the windows of heaven for you.
I will pour out a blessing so great you won't have enough
room to take it in! Try it! Put me to the test!
Malachi 3:10 NLT
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Dear God, are You there?

I made New Year Resolution’s and yet a week later I’ve
failed. I wanted to lose weight and get in shape. Why can’t I
just do this? Why can’t I stick with it? I want my goals to
become reality, yet here I am (again) breaking my
resolutions. I want to change, I want this in my life. I need to
commit to it, but I always find myself caving in. I’m losing
hope that I’ll ever stick to any of my resolutions or goals.

~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~*~

Show me your ways, O Lord,
teach me your paths;
guide me in your truth and teach me,
for you are God my Savior,
and my hope is in you all day long.
Psalm 25:4-5 NIV
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